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RADON IS A COLORLESS, 
ODORLESS, NATURALLY 
OCCURRING GAS. IT’S ALSO 
THE LEADING CAUSE OF LUNG 
CANCER IN NON-SMOKERS, 
ACCORDING TO EPA ESTIMATES. 

“You can’t see it, taste it, or smell it, but it can be dan-
gerous if at elevated levels in homes or other build-
ings,” Cherie Summa explains. “It’s naturally occurring 
and comes from the breakdown of uranium in rocks 
and soil underneath your house.”

The major factors that influence the movement of radon 
into a home include the uranium and radium concentra-
tions of the rock and soil beneath the home, pathways 
through the rocks and soil to the base of the home, 
openings to the soil directly into the inside of the home, 
and the amount of suction created by airflow within 
the home. Any type of home has the potential to have 
elevated levels of radon. Radon gas enters the home 
through the slab, basement, or crawl space, and both 
new and old homes can have elevated radon levels. 
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According to Cherie, radon exposure is also 
the sixth leading cause of cancer mortality in 
the United States, and nearly one out of every 
four homes in the state of Missouri has elevated 
radon levels. As Cherie says, “It’s a real and 
genuine health concern.”

EXPERIENCE MATTERS
While radon is an essen-
tial issue in any home, it’s 
often overlooked outside 
of real estate transactions. 
With so much on the line, 
it’s imperative to use a 
certified radon contractor. 
Unfortunately, certifi-
cation is not currently 
required in Missouri, 
meaning that many 
companies aren’t per-
forming tests or installing 
mitigation systems to the 
industry standard. 

St. Louis Radon Test and 
Mitigation, on the other 
hand, is certified, licensed, 
and experienced. They’ve 
been in business for 13 
years and have installed 
over 13,000 mitigation 
systems. Most of their 
installers have nearly a 
decade of experience in the 
radon industry.

“We are the largest, most 
experienced radon com-
pany in Missouri,”
Cherie says.

Cherie herself is a 
licensed civil engineer 
with over two decades 
of experience. She has 
been the owner of St. 
Louis Radon Test and 
Mitigation since 2015. 
She’s also on the board of 
Lung Cancer Connection 

WE ARE THE LARGEST, 
MOST EXPERIENCED 

RADON COMPANY 
IN MISSOURI.

and is involved with the Missouri Lung Cancer 
Consortium, which supports radon testing and certifica-
tion requirements in Missouri.

“Many people assume all radon systems are installed the 
same and don’t realize the importance of correct radon test 
placement, but companies that are certified are held to high 
standards and are required to follow strict radon testing 
and mitigation standards. There’s not a lot of awareness,” 
Cherie continues. “If a radon test is not set in the right 
place, you’re not going to get valid results. The most com-
mon mistake we run into when it comes to testing is not 
placing enough radon tests. Most companies only place one 
test no matter what the footprint of the house is or how 
many foundation types there may be. For instance, if there 
is a basement and a crawl space in a house, it would need 
two tests. Any time there is more than one type of founda-
tion, every foundation needs to be tested. If the footprint is 
over 2000 square feet, you need more than one radon test.”

For mitigation system installations, certification provides 
guidance on how these systems are installed. An incor-
rectly installed system can damage a house, cause radon 
reentry, or elevate radon levels further.

PROTECTING YOUR FAMILY
The good news is that radon-induced lung cancer is pre-
ventable. All it takes is awareness, followed by testing and 
potential mitigation.

“Every single house should be tested,” Cherie says. “Every 
single person that lives in a house, condo, or apartment 

should be testing for radon every two years, even if they have 
a mitigation system.” 

Cherie recommends starting with the standard 48-hour test. 
If the results are borderline, a longer-term test can help the 
homeowner decide if mitigation is necessary. St. Louis Radon 
also does commercial radon testing and mitigation. 

“Radon does fluctuate,” Cherie says. “For example, it can be 
higher in the winter than in the summer. During a real estate 
transaction, people are sometimes misled when their results 
are depicted as pass or fail. The actual numbers are meaning-
ful and may suggest a follow-up test should take place again 
after you move in, when you are sure the house is closed up. 
The EPA action level is 4.0 pCi/L. If you have a reading above 
3.0 pCi/L, it would be a good idea to retest in the winter.”

If you have a question or concern about radon testing or 
mitigation, the first step is to call a certified professional like 
Cherie. With top-notch training and experience, you’ll be in 
good hands.

“Radon testing and mitigation is no different than any other 
home improvement or contract work. It makes sense to use  a 
certified or licensed professional who is an expert in their field.”

For more information, please visit www.stlradon.com.

Did you know there are more victims held against their will today than ever before? That’s why 
The N2 Company – the company behind this publication and 850+ others like it – is financially 

committed to end human trafficking. 
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The average Fortune 500 company donates about 1% of their profits 
to charity. The N2 Company donates 2.6% of their gross revenue.

Thanks to the businesses within these pages, our Area Directors, and 
readers like you, we’re able to break the chains of this horrible reality. 

Visit n2gives.com to learn more about our fight.

636.200.2875
STLRADON.COM


